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Combining Medicine and Prevention: Building a Health Fortress for Firefighting
Heroes—An In-Depth Report on the MOU between the Ministry of the Interior
and the Ministry of National Defense
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On the front lines of smoke-filled fires and disaster relief, firefighters have always played a
pivotal role in safeguarding public lives. However, prolonged exposure to high temperatures, thick
smoke, chemicals, and high-pressure environments often inflicts subtle yet profound occupational
injuries. Concerns such as cardiovascular disease, respiratory damage, and Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD) have become an unspoken and heavy burden behind their heroism. To build a
more comprehensive health protection network, the National Fire Agency of the Ministry of the
Interior and the Medical Affairs Bureau of the Ministry of National Defense officially signed
a "Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on Promoting Occupational Health for Firefighting
Personnel" on December 12, 2025. This inter-ministerial strategic alliance marks a formal transition
in Taiwan’s firefighting occupational safety—from simple "post-disaster compensation" to a new era
of comprehensive care based on "Integrating Medicine and Prevention." Leveraging the extensive
medical resources and professional data analysis of the military medical system, the government is
committed to ensuring that every firefighter can "perform their duties with peace of mind and return
home in good health."
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