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Taiwan is located in a subtropical climate zone, where summer and autumn seasons bring intense
heat. Surrounded by seas on all sides and with numerous rivers and streams inland, the public
commonly engages in various aquatic recreational activities to alleviate the oppressive heat.
Consequently, “water play” activities become a popular choice for outdoor activities during
these seasons. Additionally, July and August coincide with school summer vacations, while the
government has actively promoted the “Salute to the Sea” policy in recent years. This policy,
based on five principles — openness, transparency, service, education, and responsibility —
encourages the public to “know the sea” (understand the ocean), “approach the sea” (engage with
the ocean), and “enter the sea” (participate in ocean activities).

However, students often frequent remote or sparsely populated rivers, streams, or lakes for
water activities, frequently disregarding prohibition signs in the hot climate. Due to factors
such as carelessness, ignoring warning signs, lack of proper water safety awareness, neglecting
water currents, tides, and hidden undertows, failing to assess physical capacity to withstand
environmental changes, and overlooking safety precautions, drowning incidents occur with
alarming frequency.
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