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Statistical Analysis of Water Rescues Performed by Fire Departments in 2022
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Many Taiwanese people enjoy water activities during the scorching days of summer, making good
use of Taiwan's geographical features as an island with many inland streams and rivers. Many
members of the public enjoy engaging in outdoor water activities to drive the suffocating heat away
during summer and fall, especially in July and August, during which students across the island have
their summer break. This love of water sports is further facilitated by the Salute to the Seas policy
promulgated by the government in recent years, which is founded upon the principles of openness,
transparency, service, education, and responsibility. This policy encourages the public to learn about,
engage with, and enter the sea. As such, even more care needs to be exercised by the authorities when
the general public engages in water activities in rivers, streams, or lakes in remote or unpopulated
regions, since many people tend to ignore warning signs prohibiting water activities in hazardous
areas and succumb to the temptations of cooling off from the sweltering heat. Unfortunately, this
has led to the occurrence of multiple drowning incidents when parties involved were not careful,
ignored warning signs, lacked water safety know-how, did not pay attention to tidal changes and
undercurrents, lacked awareness of whether their physical conditions allow them to react quickly to
changing water conditions, and were careless or negligent when it comes to safety issues. As a result,

many lives have been lost in such accidents.
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23 17 1.9% 12 1.3% 21 2.4% 22 2.4% 20 1.9% 92 2.0%
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