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Rescuing lives is the utmost priority in all fire incidents. The speed
at which disaster rescue operations and unobstructed belays can be
carried out is dependent on one key factor, which is that firefighting
vehicles are able to enter the premises and have easy access to
the building. In other words, there must be no obstacles, whether
manmade or natural, that hinder the vertical operation of firefighting
vehicles. There have even been discussions on incorporating
mandatory requirements in building codes to ensure that every
building is equipped with an emergency or alternative exit for
firefighting vehicles to enter a building directly to save trapped
individuals. Basically, access for disaster rescue personnel and
vehicles has to be considered in the exterior design of a building.
In addition, the architectural design should also ensure that there is
easy access to a building's Disaster Prevention Center, which can be
used as an operations and information base in the event of a disaster.
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