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Survival Training for Air Rescue Officers in the Special Search and Rescue Team of
the National Fire Agency, Ministry of the Interior
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One of the major types of rescue operations carried out by NFA's Special Search and Rescue Team
is helicopter rescues, executed in collaboration with the National Airborne Service Corps, in which
harnesses are used to hoist individuals out of dangerous situations. Rescue workers involved in such
missions have to carry out their work in various terrains around the country, such as mountainous
areas, deserts, streams, rivers, lakes, and seas, while being exposed to risk factors like obstacles,
weather conditions, and breakdowns in communication. In view of all these environmental pressures,
helicopter rescues are considered to be the riskiest forms of rescue missions in Taiwan. How can
rescue workers use search and rescue equipment to help themselves if they fall into a water body
in the course of their mission? How can they get out of risky situations and take proper safety
precautions? Unfortunately, the Special Search and Rescue Team has yet to receive relevant training
before now.

As such, a training program has been conducted at the Republic of China Armed Forces Air Rescue
Officers Survival Training Center, which is equipped with professional simulation cabins and vigilant
instructors. Such a program aims to enhance the survival skills of members of the Special Search and
Rescue Team, who might be randomly selected to carry out air rescue missions. By improving their
chances of survival in the event of accidents during rescue missions, casualties among rescue workers

can be minimized.
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