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A Brief Discussion on Traffic Accidents Involving Ambulances — Practices and
Strategies
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Many firefighters are exposed to various liability risks in the discharge of their emergency rescue
duties due to factors such as the internal organization of fire departments, the nature of the vocation
(constant tasks, long working hours, diverse responsibilities, etc.), and joint rescue operations.
Among the latent risks inherent in their work, the topmost threat to firefighters is traffic accidents
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involving ambulances. When EMTs carry out emergency medical services, it is not uncommon for
them to come across statements like "EMTs are people who can retrieve someone from the jaws
of death" and "EMTs are like angels who bring hope; they are divine beings that alleviate pain and
suffering". Unfortunately, as they execute these duties, EMTs themselves are exposed to a variety
of potential liability risks, among which traffic accidents involving ambulances rank first as rescue
workers hope to reduce response time, the duration of the drive, and the time of return to the hospital.
Thus, when accidents happen, on top of resulting in tragedies for the victims' families and high social
costs, they will also involve investigations into criminal responsibility and significant compensation
in civil liability. EMTs are often in a race against time as they try to send critically ill or severely
wounded patients to target hospitals so that emergency medical care services can be rendered within
the critical period. Hence, if traffic accidents were to happen during the transport of these patients,
they might lead to great psychological stress and risks of threats to EMTs due to potential fallout from
factors such as litigation, compensation, and psychological setbacks from the fact that these EMTs
did not only fail to help people but needed help themselves. As such, the management and activation
of emergency response mechanisms during such traffic accidents are critical, for an effective response
could not only reduce the psychological stress of EMTs but also reduce casualties and social costs.
Therefore, this issue has received lots of attention from the government in its implementation of

relevant policies.
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