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The urbanization of Taiwan has led to dense populations sharing small
living spaces. As a result, many people have installed windows on
their balconies to expand their residential space. Unfortunately, this
modification has also caused balconies that were well-ventilated to
become closed spaces. Compounding the problem is Taiwan's winter
climate, which tends to be cold and wet. Hence, people often keep
doors and windows closed when the weather is poor. At times like
this, poorly-ventilated households that have water heaters ill-suited to
these conditions could be at risk of carbon monoxide poisoning. This
happens when water heaters installed on their balconies do not receive
sufficient air for combustion, with the resulting incomplete combustion

leading to the production of carbon monoxide, which could then cause
cases of carbon monoxide poisoning.
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